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"Call to Duty

Boots on the Ground

The 231t U.S. Army
Birthday Ball is set for
June 24, at the SHAPE
Club. A reception will
kickoff the gala at 5:30
p.m., followed by dinner
and dancing. Soldiers of
al ranks, retirees, Depart-
ment of theArmy Civilian
employees, their family members
and guests are invited to attend.
Daycare service will be available
a the SHA PE Child Development
Center. For moreinformation, con-
tact your unit first sergeant or call
DSN: 360-7533.

Eagle Scouts invited

The U.S. Ambassador to Bel-
gium, isinviting al Eagle Scouts,
both youth and adult, and their
guestsliving in Charlemagne Boy
Scout Digtrict for a reception at
hishomeMay 19from 7to 9 p.m.
to honor all youth Eagles.

For more information, please
call 361-5762 or email shapeav8r
@earthlink.net.

Summer-Hire

program vacancies

The Civilian Human Resources
Agency, Europe is accepting ap-
plications for the 2006 Summer
Hireprogramfor jobsstarting June
26 through Aug. 4.

Vacancies, a web-based appli-
cation form, and instructions are
available at www.chra.eur.army.
mil through May 12, or sendvia
email to Summerhire_Resumes@
cpoceur.army. mil or mail to:
CHRA, CPOC EuropeRegion
ATTN: Summer Hire Program
Unit 29150, APO, AE 09100.

Requirements. Summer Hireis
open to family members between
the ages of 14 and 22 years old.

3 Participants must be unmar-
ried family membersof activemili-
tary or Department of Defense ci-
vilian employees. Summer hiresfor
child development positions must
be 16 yearsold.
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Entertainment Center tops at Toppers

HEIDEL BERG, Germany - SHAPE

May 5, 2006

Best Lighting Design for a

Entertainment Center won 15 TOP- Musical

PERS at the annual Tournament of DanLaMorte, Olivier Galloo,
Plays (TOPPERS) ceremony April Juliana Veit “ Suessical”
22 at the Patrick Henry Village Pa- Best House M anagement
vilionin Heidelberg, Germany. SHAPE Entertainment Center

Theater programs from Army
andAir Force basesin Europe, En-
gland and Turkey were repre-
sented with productions of five
dramas, 10 comediesand eight mu-
sicals.

The Entertainment Center pre-
sented two productionsin this sea-

Best SagePropertiesfor a
Drama

JulianaVeit “The Good
Doctor”

Best Scene Painting
Thomas Reich “ Suessical”
Best SageManager for a
Musical

sons competition, Neil Simons’ Gwendolyn Whitney

“The Good Doctor” and Flaherty “Suessical”

and Ahrens' “Suessical, The Mu- Best Technical Director of a
sical.” Thetwo productions gar- Play

nered 11 technical and four acting
awards.

Inall, “Suessical, TheMusical”
received eight Toppers from 19
nominations and “ The Good Doc-
tor” won seven Toppers from 11

Sgt. Mgj. Robert Birger,
Thomas Reich “ The Good
Doctor”

Special Awar ds

Staff Sgt. Patrick D. Gray,
Outstanding Conductor

nomlnat_lons Co!lectlvely, thetwo Grace Cesonis received Toppers awards for Best “Suessical”
productionsreceived 230f the26 . 5 Wig Design and Best Costume Design for ~ Performance Awards
technica nominationsand 20nomi- 5 'py 23 i support of the play “The Good Doctor”  Best Military Performancein
nationsin the 25 performance cai- April 22 in Heidelberg, Germany. The SHAPE Enter- ~ aPlay

egories. tainment Center received a total of 11 technical ~ Corporal Peter Hofmann
Technical Awards awards and four performance awards. (multiple) “The Good Doctor”
Best Make-up for aMusical Best Ensemblefor aDrama

Best CostumeDesign for aDrama
Grace Cesonis“ The Good Doctor”
Best CostumeDesign for a
Musical

Tracy Kaster, Janet Austin, Christa
Lippert, LindaMorse* Suessical”

“The Good Doctor”

Best Actor inaDrama

Staff Sgt. Ronny Cunath, “ The Good
Doctor”

Best Actor inaMusical

Lt. Col. JoeB. Houser, “ Suessical”

Annie Descamps, Marion Burger, Cindy
Hemberg, Michele Rumbaugh
“Suessical”

Best Hair and Wig Design

Gwen Whitney, Grace Cesonis“The
Good Doctor”

International driver’s licenses
may help avoid headaches, fines

Europe vehicle registrar Tom
Lorenzini. USAREUR officiasrec-
ommend all U.S. forces, civilians
and family memberswho driveout-
side their host country acquire an
international driving license.

“The expected additional border
checks will raise your chances of
getting fined if you aredrivingwith-
out it,” he said. “International li-
censes are required in Austria,
Greece, Spain, Turkey and all
Middle Eastern countries.”

I civilian or family-member driv-
ers do not have a valid stateside
license, they are required by to have an internationa driver’s
license or a Belgian driver’s license to legally travel outside
their host country.

“We recommend DoD civiliansand family members obtain

SeeLicense, Page 3

By J.D. Hardesty
Meteor-Heraut Editor

Americans driving their vehicles
across Europe can avoid woeful expe-
riences or large fines by getting an
international driverslicense.

Drivers with SHAPE issued li-
censes are restricted to operating a
SHAPE registered vehicle only in
Belgium. §.0 o n/

Soldiersassigned to SHAPE driv- BRIVERS el
ing outside of Belgium must pos- f
sess an international driver’s li-
cense.

Department of Defense civilians and family mem-
bers are allowed to drive outside Belgium on their stateside
license on a country by country basis.

Thissummer, with increased security during the World Cup
soccer championships in Germany, an international driver’s
license is amust-have in travelers wallets, said U.S. Army,

®

5/2/2006, 2:22 PM

*



*

The Meteor-Heraut

May 5, 2006

Col. Dean A. Nowowiejski
USAG Benelux Commander

We' ve entered the season of tran-
sition, and there are a couple of
themes that are worth keeping in
mind. They areforce protection and
physical security/crime prevention.
This note is designed to bring you
up to date on the issues.

sponsor the new members of our
communities, wemust stay alert and
not let our guard down. Thereisa
tendency to takeforce protection for
granted, particularly when you are
otherwise focused on the difficult
task of moving or settlingin. Don’t
be caught off guard, and don’t take
thethreat inthe Benelux for granted.
We live in a zone where there is a
potential for terrorist activity around
us, and movefreely about, taking ad-
vantage of the laws which permit
ease of travel from one country to
another. The threat isreal. Please
don't lose sight of it.

Safeguard your identification
documentswith care. You have been
advised concerning the increasing
threat of identity theft. Besidesthat,
we havethereal problem inthat far
too many of you lose your identifi-

Nowowiejski Notes

lessness. If these documentswhich
form the basis of entry into our in-
stallationsand our privilegesfall into
the wrong hands, we are al at risk.
Pleaselook at your ID card asapo-
tential key to aterrorist and be extra
careful when you useit. Keepitin
the same place, safeguardit, and fol-
low the same procedures in using
and securing it. Don’'t allow care-
lessness to make you and your
neighbor avictim.

Therisk of property crimeisreal,
particularly for those of youwholive
inisolated houses. Break-insarefar
too common an occurrence in the
Benelux. You must follow the pro-
cedures that are commonly taught
to protect your valuables while you
areinside your house or away from
it. Do not makeit apparent that you
are not home. Do lock your doors

adarmsareworth theinvestment. Ask
your landlord to consider them, if
you do not have one. If you live
around other members of the com-
munity, please watch out for them.
Report any suspicious activity that
might be athief or aterrorist to law
enforcement. Your eyes and ears
prevent crime.

Next issue we will talk in detail
about Memoria Day at the end of
this month. For now, | ask you to
seriously consider blocking that time
on your calendar to make it a point
to represent the United Statesin the
several Memorial Day activitiesthat
weekend, to remember thefalen, and
to honor the purpose of the holiday.
There are oncein alifetime memo-
ries to be made here. Please aso
make it a point to understand Gen-
eral McKiernan's article on
volunteerisminthisissue. Our com-
munitiesdon’t run properly without
alot of volunteers, and we do have
deployed servicemembers families

As you in and out process, and

McKiernan Sends #9-06

cation cardsthrough neglect or care-

and windows without fail.

Home among usto carefor.

Volunteers needed to help Soldier families

1. Many of our Soldiers
are deployed in support
of Operation Iragi Free-
dom, Operation Enduring
Freedom, and the Global
War on Terrorism.

Their absence is often
stressful for their loved
ones, and severa families
have asked for help.

2. Many organiza-
tions—including Army
Community Service,
chapels, Child and Youth
Services, DoDDS
schools, and youth ser-
vice organizations—are
availableto support fami-
liesof deployed Soldiers.

I J

General DaV|d D. McKlernan
CINC USAREUR

These organizations, however, need
volunteersto meet theincreasing num-
ber of requests for assistance.

3.1 ask all Soldiersin the European
theater to help the families of deployed
Soldiersby volunteering their timeand
assistance.

Every Soldier can help, whether by
coaching a youth sports team, serv-
ing as a youth service organization
leader, running an errand for an over-
burdened neighbor, or providing
transportation for afamily in need.

4. In addition to the service it pro-
vides to those in need, volunteerism
provides tremendous personal satis-
faction to the volunteer.

By sharing our time and skills with
others, we become part of something

bigger than ourselves. We also learn alot and grow
from the experience. Because of this, our support,
energy, and dedication can make a difference in
someone’slife aswell as our own.

5. Volunteerism isan investment in our communi-
ties and the people who live in them.

Do something positivefor yourself and your com-
munity—volunteer! Pleasevisit your Army Volun-
teer Corps coordinator for more details.

DAVID D. McKIERNAN
General, USA
Commanding

Memorial Day Celebrations ... U.S. Forces fallen, but not forgotten

ArdennesCemetery at Neuville-en-Condroz
Ceremony: May 27 at 10 a.m.

TheArdennes cemetery isthelast resting placefor
5,329 American military, many of whom died inthe
Battle of the Bulge.

Along the outside of the memorial, inscribed on
granite slabs, are the names of 462 American Miss-
ing who gavetheir livesin the service of their coun-
try, but whoseremainswere never recovered or iden-
tified.

Soldiers of the U.S. Army Garrison Benelux and
tenant unitswill be participating.

L uxembourgAmerican Cemetery
Ceremony: May 27 at 2 p.m.

The World War 11 Luxembourg American Cem-
etery and Memorial liesjust withinthelimits of Lux-
embourg City and islocated in a beautiful wooded
area

The names of 371 Americanswho gavetheir lives
in the service of their country and lie in unknown
graves are inscribed on the pythons.

The city of Luxembourg served as headquarters

for Genera GeorgeS. Patton’sU.S. Third Army. Gen-
eral Patton is buried at the Luxembourg American
Cemetery.

Sloping downhill from the memorial istheburial
areacontaining 5,076 American dead, many of
whom gavetheir livesin the “ Battle of the Bulge’
and in the advance to the Rhine River.

Henri-ChapelleAmerican Cemetery
Ceremony: May 27 at 4 p.m.

TheWorld War Il Henri-Chapelle American Cem-
etery isthefinal resting place for 7,992 American
military dead, most of whom gavetheir livesduring
the advance of the American Armed Forces into
Germany during World War 11.

On the rectangular piers of the colonnade arein-
scribed the names of 450 Americanswho gavetheir
lives in the service of their country but whose re-
mains were never recovered or identified.
Soldiers of the USAG Benelux and tenant unitswill
be participating.

Flander sField Cemetery at Waregem
Ceremony: May 28 at 3 p.m.

At this peaceful location rest 368 American mili-
tary, most of whom gave their lives in liberating
BelgiuminWorld War I.

Onthe chapel’ssidewallsareinscribed the names
of 43 of themissing in action who gavetheir livesin
the service of their country, but whose remainswere
never recovered or identified.

Soldiers of the USAG Benelux and tenant units
will be participating.

NetherlandsAmerican cemetery at Margraten

Ceremony: May 28 at 3 p.m.

The World War |1 Netherlands American Cem-
etery and Memorial istheonly cemetery in The Neth-
erlands and is located near the city of Maastricht.

The walls on either side of the Court of Honor
contain the names of 1,723 American missing who
gave their livesin the service of their country and
who rest in unknown graves. Beyond the chapel
rest 8,301 American dead, most of whom lost their
lives nearby.

Soldiersof the USAG Schinnen will be participat-
ing inthe Memorial Day ceremony.
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Riding motorcycles safely in groups

Here are sometipsto help ensure
asafe group motorcycleride:

Hold ariders’ meeting to discuss
the route, rest and fuel stops, and
hand signals. Assign a lead and
sweep (tail) rider.

K eep amanageable sized group,
ideally five to seven riders. If nec-
essary, break the group into smaller
subgroups, each with a lead and
sweep rider.

Ride prepared. At least onerider

in each group should pack a cell
phone, first-aid kit, and full tool kit.
Ridein astaggered formation with
enough maneuvering space between
motorcycles. A single-fileformation
is preferred on a curvy road, under
conditions of poor visibility or poor
road surfaces, entering/leaving high-
ways. Avoid side-by-sideformations.
Note: Information obtained fromthe
Motorcycle Safety Foundation
(MSF) website at www.msf-usa.org.

Tips help put summer travel in gear

USAG Benelux Transportation Office

Are you ready for traveling in Eu-
ropethissummer?

Here is alist of six pertinent ques-
tionsto help you to get ready for asafe
trip thiscoming summer.

Question 1:

Is your identification card valid?

Your SHAPE ID card must bevalid at
all times. Everyone should check their
green SHAPE I D card for vaidity. De-
pendents and civilians should check
their Belgian D card for validity.

For SHAPEID cardinformation, con-
tact the SHAPE Registration Office at
DSN 423-5320. For Belgian ID cardin-
formation, contact the SHAPE Federa
Policeat DSN 423-5165.

Question 2:

Isyour driver’slicense valid?

Remember that your blue SHAPE li-
cense is valid for operation of motor
vehiclesin Belgium only. Should you
wishtotravel through Europethissum-
mer, make sure to obtain the proper li-
cense. Soldiers must obtain an inter-

national license, versus dependents
and civilianswho may obtain either an
international or aBelgian license.

Both international and Belgian li-
censes can be obtained by visiting your
Driver’'s Testing Station with a state-
ment of residence obtained at the
SHAPE Federal Police, Bldg 210, two
pictures|D size, €16, SHAPE ID and
current driver’slicense.

Note: for those residing in Jurbise and
Ath, anextraTown Hall fee of €10 and
thoseresiding in Brugel ette an extra€6
will be requested.

Question 3:

Isyour international insurance cer-
tificate (green card) valid?

All motor vehicles must be covered
by liability insurance at minimum in
case of any incident/accident. The
green card must beinthe vehicle at all
times.

Question 4:

Is your vehicle registration valid?

All motor vehiclesmust beregistered
prior to operation. Make sureyoursis

current and is placed in your
vehicle. Call the SHAPE Reg-
istration officefor moreinfor-
mation at DSN 423-5147.
Question 5:

Is your Control Technique
certificate valid?

All vehicles four years and
older must passatechnical in-
spection and obtain a
“Certificat deVisite.” Visitthe
closest Control Technique Au-
tomobile Inspection Station for
moreinformation.

Question 6:

If you have a European
specification vehicle, is your
certificate of conformity
valid?

The certificate must be
placedinthevehicleat dl times.
Contact the manufacturer for a
conformity certificate.

Additional questionsmay be
directed to the Drivers Test-
ing Station, Bldg. 220, SHAPE,
at DSN 366-6443 or 6243.

License...Continued frompage 1

either alicensefrom their host nation or an international
driver'slicense,” said Marilyn Brulez, manager of the
drivers testing station for the U.S. Army Garrison
Benelux. “International driver’s license are part of an
international agreement and will be honored by most
European Union countries.”

There is an advantage to getting a Belgian drivers
license. International driver’slicensesarevalidfor three
yearswhileaBelgian driver’slicense doesn't expire.

USAG Benelux driverstesting station on SHAPE pro-
cesses local requestsfor both the international and host
nation drivers licenses.

According to Brulez, no additional testing isrequired
to get either license. “The information on the SHAPE
licenseistransferred from the SHAPE licenseto the Bel-
gian or international driver’slicense.”

If adriver islicensed to rideamotorcycleand drivean
automobile, they will receive an international or Belgian
license to operate both types of vehicles when they re-
ceivetheir new license.

In Brussels, the USAG Benelux hasasatellite drivers
testing office which can process either the International

or Belgian driverslicense requests.
For those Soldiers, DaD civilians

and their family members stationed in the Chiévres Gar-
rison footprint that includes Caserne Daumerie, Chiévres
Air Base or SHAPE, contact the USAG Benelux drivers
testing station located on SHAPE in Bldg. 220 or call
DSN 366-6603 to obtain aBelgian or internationd driver’s
license.

Those needing to acquire an international drivers li-
censein The Netherlandsmay do so at an ANWB Tourist
Officeby presenting: (a) Avaid U.S, HQ JFCAFNORTH,
or USAFE Driving Permit (b) 1(one) Dutch size passport
picture(c) A feeof 13Euro

Theinternational driver licenseisvalid for 1 year from
the date of issue or expiration of the U.S., HQ JFC
AFNORTH or USAFE Driver License, whichever comes
first and isonly valid outside The Netherlands.

Drivers may also obtain aDutch driverslicensevalid
for 10 yearsat acost of approximately 60 euros.

For moreinformation contact 360-7433.

Countries may change their rules at short notice,
Lorenzini said, so “having the international license is
really the safe way to go.”

Additionally, thereismoreinformation availablefrom
the U.S. Department of State website at heep://
travel .statelgov/travel/tips/safety/safety 1179.html.

About the
M eteor-Heraut

The Meteor-Heraut is an authorized unofficial civil-
ian enterprise newspaper published for the U.S. Army
under AR 360-1 for U.S. military personnel in the
Benelux nations under exclusive agreement between the
USAG Benelux and AdvantiPro GmbH of Kaiserslautern,
Germany, a private firm in no way connected with the
Department of the Army or the Department of Defense.
Editorial content is provided by public affairs offices of
the USAG Benelux, USAG Schinnen and USAG Brus-
sels. Opinions expressed are not necessarily the official
views of, or endorsed by the U.S. government, Depart-
ment of Defense, Department of the Army or the USAG
Benelux. Appearance of advertising in this publication,
including inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by the Department of the Defense, Depart-
ment of the Army, USAG Benelux or AdvantiPro GmbH
of the products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be
made available for purchase, use or patronage without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age,
marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or
any other nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or pa-
tron.

The Meteor-Heraut is published twice per month.
Printed circulation is 5,000. Our mailing address is
Meteor-Heraut, USAG Benelux, Unit 21419, Public
Affairs Office, APO AE 09708. Telephone: (0032) 068-
27-5419/DSN 361-5419; fax: DSN 361-5106. Email
address: meteor@benelux.army.mil
Policy
® W encourage letters to the editor, but they must be
signed. We will consider withholding the name of the
author upon request. Letters regarding an issue should
contribute to informational interest.
® \We reserve the right to edit all material for style, to fit
available space, to resolve libel, safety or force protec-
tion issues and to correct grammar.
® Submit articles in plain text and separate photo-
graphic files, but publication depends upon the judg-
ment of the editor.
® Event announcements must use civilian dates and
times. Spell out acronyms and include a contact name,
telephone number and e-mail address. We cannot re-
produce prepared flyers in the Meteor-Heraut.
Advertising
® Messages from readers from profit and non-profit
organizations which involve money exchange constitutes
advertising.
® Neither the Meteor-Heraut staff nor other public
affairs personnel can accept advertising requests.
® The appearance of advertising, including inserts, does
not constitute endorsement of the products or services
offered.
® Any gambling or lottery requiring payment for chance
cannot be advertised as stated in 18 U.S.C. 1302.

e Advertising requests may be directed to AdvantiPro
GmbH, at 49 631 30 335599.

Deadline

Copy and photographs are due by noon 11 calen-
dar days before publication date.
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Lt. Col. Patrick J. Kilroy ................. USAG Brussels
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Marie-Lise Baneton .........cccceeene USAG Benelux
Laurri Garcia.........coeevvreerincnnnnnns USAG Schinnen
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Cis SpookK ......cceuee ... Chiévres Garrison
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May 22 June 2
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Community
Notes

Chievres/SHAPE hosts

Town Hall meeting

Chievres Garrison and the U.S.
Army Garrison Bendlux staff will host
its quarterly Town Hall meeting for
the ChiévressSHAPE community
May 24 at 6:30 p.m. at Hotel
Maisiéres.

Everyonein the community isin-
vited to attend.

According to the Chiévres Garri-
son Commander Lt. Col. John G.
Romero, This meeting provides a
venue for the community to voice
its opinion or to address questions
to garrison leaders.

Key membersof the garrison |ead-
ership will be available to answer
questions. Additionally, questions
and answerswill beavailableon the
USAG Benelux website www.usag
benelux.eur.army.mil.

When: May 24, 6:30 p.m.
Where: Hotel Maisiéres

Some concerns expressed by the
community at the last Town Hall
meetinginclude:

Question: In the summer, college
students need to take the shuttle
busto get to their summer jobs. Isit
possible to place the shuttle bus
schedule on the website for anyone
who needs it? « Response: The
shuttle bus schedule is not on the
website due to security reasons.
Each bus stop has a schedule
posted, and schedule are available
at theHotel Maisiéresdesk. We aso
include a copy in each newcomers
Welcome Package. If the schedule
is not posted at one of the stops,
please call the program manager at
DSN: 361-6571.

Question: Is it possible to get an-
other eating establishment like
Popeye's in this community? « Re-
sponse: We do not have a commu-
nity large enough to support an ad-
ditional eating establishment as an
analysis based on cost and popula-
tion showed. We aso have a prob-
lem with staffing; we can’t keep
Burger King staffed let aone an-
other eatery. Welook forward to the
Subway opening in the near future.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns which you would like to ad-
dress in advance drop them off at
the Plans, Integration and Analysis
Office, Bldg. 30, Caserne Daumerie
or email your questions to paio@
bendux.army.mil.

Additionally, thoseinterested can
go to the Chiévres Garrison website
at http://www.garrisonchievres.
eur.army.mil to find previous Town
Hall quick read items and to submit
guestions.
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PHOTO: 1st Sgt. Michael Roth

Soldiers from Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison Benelux conduct Military Operations in
Urban Terrain training April 27, at Camp Roi Albert in Marche-en-Famenne, Belgium. The training is the second time
Benelux Soldiers have partnered with the Belgian military to use the host nation’s training facility.

SHAPE CYS Extravaganza honored

By J.D. Hardesty
Meteor-Heraut Editor

The USArmy Garrison Benelux re-
ceived the gold level marketing and
communications award for its*“Char-
acter Counts’” program as part of its
“Lights On After School” campaign
from the Boys and Girls Clubs of
America

Children ages six to 18 from the 26
SHAPE member and 40 nonmember
nationsare eligibleto participateinthe
programs.

TheChievresGarrison/SHAPE Child
and Youth Services Extravaganzawas
the only Department of Defense entity
towin among 4,000 clubsworldwide.

They will receivean award and $1,000
contribution for the Chiévres Garrison
CY S programs as a “result of its out-
standing success in promoting their
three-activity “Character Counts’ Ex-
travaganza Oct. 2005 in which more
than 300 guests attended programs at
the Child Development Center, Student
Age Services and Youth Services.

Boysand Girls Clubsof Americaare
thelargest official partner of CY Spro-
grams and development in the Depart-
ment of Defense.

This effort was planned, managed,
and executed by the CY S program man-
agement team comprised of Diedra
Holmes, the CDC Director, Lisa
McCune, acting director of the School
Age Services program, and Tasja Ster-
ling, the acting director of Youth Ser-
vices, led by BarbaraTroxell, the Out-
reach Servicesdirector.

PHOTO: Courtesy SHAPE Children and Youth Services

SHAPE youth participate in the Children and Youth Services “Character Counts”
Extravaganza in October. U.S. Army Garrison Benelux supported program re-
ceived the Boys and Girls Clubs of American gold level award Saturday and a

$1,000 contribution to CYS programs.

Troxell submitted a 15-page booklet
highlighting such activities as music,
dance, Tae-kwon-do demonstration,
food and games, though all programs
supported the“six pillarsof character”
- trustworthiness, respect, responsibil-
ity, fairness, caring and citizenship.

According to Troxell, the submitted
booklet showcasing the Boysand Girls
Clubs program was reviewed by the
judges for “thoroughness of planning,
effective use of research, quality of pre-
sentation and innovation of ideas and
techniques.”

The Subway located in the PXtra on Chiévres Air
Subway Base reopened for business May 3 after being closed

re Op ens for morethan six months.

Thefranchiseis under new management.
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USAG Schinnen .==S€1rving the tri-border community

Liberation Day - The Netherlands

Commentary

By RitaHoefnagels
Schinnen Public Affairs Office

Anunfamiliar sound wokemefroma
pleasant dream, and for a moment |
didn’t know where | was. Thank good-
ness| wasinmy bedinmy ownroom at
my parent’s house and that haunting
that woke me was coming from the Brit-
ishWar Cemetery right acrossthe street.

Every year onMay 5th, Liberation Day
in the Netherlands, a British Soldier
would cometo the cemetery and sound
reveilleat 8 am. in the morning on his
bagpipes. Now, as a teenager, after a
night out, that to me, was a very rude
awakening.

So, | got up and went down to com-
plain to my parents. But they weren't
sympathetic at all. My dad |ooked at me
and said: “Think of why thisisdone.” |
have to admit that after a few minutes
thinking, | blushed and sat down. My
dad was right. It was because of men
like the British Soldier who found their
last resting placein the cemetery across
from our house that | live in freedom.
Some of those men were only teenagers
whenthey died far away from homeand
their loved ones. | had no reason &t all
tocomplain.

Unlike other countries, the Nether-
lands sets aside two daysto commemo-
ratethe Second World War and cel ebrate
the country’sliberation from five years
of occupation. May 4, Remembrance
Day, isaday of solemn commemoration
whileMay 5, Liberation Day, isaday of
fun and joy.

WorldWer I left anindeliblemark on
the Dutch, who had remained neutra in
the First World War. Though memories
aregradudly fading, however, they con-
tinue to occupy thoughts and conver-
sations and remain a constant reminder
of thefragility of civilization and democ-
racy.

Germany invaded the Netherlandsin
May 1940. The number of people till
alivewho lived through the war has ob-
vioudly declined. But most Dutch, young
and old, are still aware of the years of
occupation, the persecution of Jews,
Roma, Sinti and other minority commu-
nities in our society, and the destruc-
tion of Dutch towns and villages.

It took theAllied forcesalmost ayear,
September 1944-August 15, 1945, tolib-
erate dl the territories of the Kingdom
of theNetherlands. Actually, August 15,
1945 isthe date on which Japan capitu-
lated and freedom was restored to the
then Dutch East Indies (now the Repub-
lic of Indonesia). Therefore different
parts of the country celebrate their lib-
eration at different timesof the year.

The two days are a unique tradition
and for many peoplein the Netherlands
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they are very important. They giveusa
chance to pause and reflect on values
and ideals of freedom, democracy and
humanrights.

Sincetheend of the WWII, the Dutch
have observed May 4 asaday to honor
the victims of war. Unlike most coun-
tries, the Netherlands does not mark this
occasonwithlargemilitary parades. No,
peopleall over the country gather at war
memoriasintheir own community and
at the stroke of eight in the evening the
entire country observes a two-minute
slenceto commemoratetheciviliansand
military that lost their lives during the
wa.

A national ceremony is held in
Amgterdam, withamemorial servicein
thehistoric Nieuwe K erk at Dam Square.
The ceremony is attended by Her Mgj-
esty the Queen, members of parliament
and people from more than 100 organi-
zationsrepresenting the different groups
affected by the war. After the two min-
utes of silence, wregaths are laid at the
foot of the national monument at Dam
Square. The ceremony is broadcasted
live on radio and television so millions
of people can take part in this solemn
event.

May 4isatributeto all Dutchvictims
of war. Special honor ispaidto civilians
and to membersof thearmed forceswho
fell in the Second World War, and to all
Dutch nationalswholost their livesince

®

PHOTO: File
Capt. Jon Beck, personnel officer at U.S. Army Garrison Schinnen, lays a wreath
during Operation Market Garden Liberations Day ceremony last year to honor
and those fallen in the struggle for freedom during World War II.

in other wars or peace operations.

The closure of the Remembrance Day
ceremony isalsothe start of the Libera-
tion Day festivitieswhich commemorate
Germany’scapitulationon May 5, 1945.
War veterans gather in Wageningen,
where the historic documents were
signedin Hotel “DeWereld”, and there
is aparade through the city. May 5isa
national holiday onwhich the solemnity
of Remembrance Day givesway to cel-
ebrations. (The only other national holi-
day in the Netherlands is the queen’'s
officid birthday, celebrated onApril 30.)

Special Liberation Day eventsareor-
ganized al over the country. The Dutch
government has established the National
May 4th and 5th Committee in which
four government committees are repre-
sented. Thecommitteeisresponsiblefor
organizing the Remembrance Day me-
morial serviceand wreath-laying and it
coordinates 13 liberation festivals (one
in every province). Many national and
international bands participate and the
majority of festivalsincludeafair/mar-
ket aswell. They al start around noon
and are free of entrance.

May 5Fedtivals

O Amsterdam at Museumplein

O Haarlem (provinceNorth
Holland) at VIooienveldin
Haarlemmerhout (South of Center)

O Rotterdam (province South
Holland) at field adjacent to Erasmus
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Bridge

O Assen (province Drenthe) in
center

3 Almere (province Flevoland) at
Grote Markt in center

O Leeuwarden (province Friesland)
at Arendstuin, Prinsentuin and several
other locationsin the center

O Wageningen (province
Gelderland) inthe center

3 Groningen (province Groningen)
at Stadspark

O Roermond (province Limburg) at
Market in center

O Den Bosch (province Noord-
Brabant) at Parade

3 Zwolle(province Overijssal) at
Park de Wezenlanden

O Utrecht (province Utrecht) at
Park Transwijk

3 Vlissingen (province Zeeland) in
center

Different generations obviously have
different perceptions of the WWII and
the remembrance and liberation ceremo-
nies. People who lived through the war
have personal memoriesof their experi-
ence, whereas|ater generationscan only
rely on history books and other ac-
counts.

Whenever we asked about thewar my
parentswould tell usand not hold back
anything. InApril of 1940, my Dad, 19
yearsold, was, as so many other young
men at that time, called to arms to de-
fend his country. He was located in
Rotterdam where he experienced the
gruesome bombing of thetown. Itwasa
terribleand traumatic experiencethat he
never wanted to say much about it.

He did tell me, though, that the Ger-
mans systematically bombed the town.
They started in the center and spread to
the outskirts. And my Dad wasright in
themiddleof it. At themoment the Neth-
erlands surrendered and aceasefirewas
given, debris was scattering all around
him. Many of his comrades died in the
bombings. Those who survived, my
Dad included, were taken prison and
transported to a camp in the middle of
the Netherlands. But he was lucky and
survived in one piece.

| could tell alot more stories about
my family’sexperiencesduring thewar,
but the point I’'m trying to make is that
for my family, Remembrance Day and
Liberation Day were and till are very
important.

The events organized to commemo-
rate the war center on themes relevant
today to people of all ages and back-
grounds. Over the past years, Libera-
tion Day has become a day on which
the country unitesto reflect on freedom
and democracy. In marking the Nether-
lands' liberation from oppression we
celebrate the freedom we enjoy today.
Unlike most countries, the Netherlands
drawsinspiration from thisdark period
in history to focus on the present and
thefuture. That'swhat makesthesetwo
days so specia and important.

(The Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs
provided excerpts for the article.)
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Club Beyond’s helping hands reach Slovakia

By Thad M oyseowicz
USAG Brussels Public Affairs Officer

TheBrussels chapter of Club Beyond recently con-
cluded its service project in the small town of
Liptovsky Mikulas, inthe Tatrafoothillsof Slovakia.

Brussals Club Beyond Director Pam Mobley served
as site leader for a construction and renewal project
held at a Slovak school.

In addition to 20 Brussels teens, youth from Club
Beyond branches at Camp Darby and the Naval Air
Station Sigonellaworked at the Brussels site.

Club Beyond (also known as Military Community
Youth Minigtries, its“ official” title) isacivilian entity
contracted by the Army’s Installation Management
Agency, Europe (IMA-Euro), and answerable to the
local base's chaplaincy.

There are numerous branches throughout IMA-
Euro andin other services' bases. “ Club Beyond does
threethings,” explainsMobley. “First, it providesan
ecumenical place for middle and high schoolers to
come together and “hang” once per week outside of
organized school or other base activities. Second, we
sponsor Europe-wide service projects for our mem-
bers. Third, we sponsor apopular summer beach week
at Camp Darby in Italy.”

Anideaasto the Europe-wide impact of Club Be-
yond can be gauged by the fact that some 700 per-
sons (about 500 youth, and 200 adult volunteers)
participated in thisApril’s service projectsin atotal
of 12 different sites.

Mobley served asthe site leader for the Liptovsky
Mikulas project, whose core was the building of an
outdoor classroom for the town's Middle School. A
massive, weather-resi stant wooden table with equally
massive benches facing it in amphitheater fashion
was planned.

“This is the second year in a row we've done a
project for this particular school,” explains Mobley.
“Last year we built a playground. We're pleased to
have been able to continue our relationship with the
school.”

It was a given that construction work had to be
done to professional standards.

“Wewereall able and willing to provide our manual
labor,” saysBrussalsteen John Kilroy, “ but we needed
aread protodirect us.”

This technical direction and supervision was pro-
vided by adult volunteer Joe Jenkins, a professional
builder in his native Virginia and a longtime friend
whom Mobley had once mentored and a veteran of
other missiontrips. Mobley recruited Jenkinsonfairly
short notice to make the long trip from Virginia to
Slovakia Jenkins, according to Kilroy, was* awesome.
Whether it was mixing or pouring cement, or sawing
wood, or leveling, Joetaught usthe“ right way. When
| saw the finished project and how good it looked, |

couldn’t believe I’d had ahand in building it.”

Mobley agrees, “Joe provided the skills and
mentoring and direction to our gang of teens that
resulted in athoroughly professional outdoor class-
room. They deserve to feel good about what they
built.”

Building the outdoor classroom was the core of
the service project, but that was not all.

Mobley explains, “A key aspect of our Club Be-
yond service projectsisthat our membershave mean-
ingful interactions with the people on whose behalf
they’ reworking.” Tothat end, the Club Beyond youth
also participated in teaching both English as a sec-
ond language (ESL ) and religious education courses
totheir Slovak contemporaries.

Finally, there was also plenty of contact between
the two groups through the universal language of
organized sports activities.

Brussels teen Christine Exner enjoyed being able
to participatein each activity.

“1 dug holes, taught ESL, taught Bible school, and
played volleyball with the Slovak kids.” Shegoeson,
“Itwasaredly amazing, eye-opening experience. |’ ve
lived overseasin Japan and Belgium, but this experi-
encerealy hel ped me break through cultural barriers
inaway I’d never felt before.” Askedif shewould do

PHOTO: Courtesy Club Beyond
Brussels Club Beyond youth pose before digging in to build an outdoor “amphitheater” classroom for
middle schoolers in the town of Liptovsky Mikurlas, located in the Tatra foothills of Slovakia. Europe-wide,
the organization has approximately 500 youth and 200 adults participating in projects at 12 different sites.

it again, Exner replies, “ Absolutely. | learned what it
truly meansto giveof one’'sself. I’mlooking forward
to next year’s project!”

Constructing something from scratch for the ben-
efit of those less fortunate, giving freely of oneself,
teaching and mentoring foreign youth and playing
sportswith them, growing spiritually - werethere any
other benefits that accrued to the Club Beyond par-
ticipantsin this service project? “That's easy to an-
swer,” saysMobley. “Yes, our kidseach realized indi-
vidual benefits. But they learned that theseindividual
benefits were owed to their active fellowship with
each other.”

Exner agrees. “Our site team was absolutely bril-
liant,” she says. “We came from three different loca-
tions- Brussdls, Livornoand Sigondlla. But wequickly
learned to work together, and ‘strangers’ rapidly
turned into ‘friends.””

“This is for and about our teens,” says Mobley,
“but they’ll be the first to thank the adult volunteers
who accompanied them and gave of their time. The
active duty Army, Air Force and Navy were repre-
sented. In addition to Joe Jenkins, representatives
from BrusselsAmerican School and military spouses
also participated. All provided the leadership neces-
sary to makethisareal win for our youth.”

U.S. Mission to NATO
Defense Operations
Director steps down

By Thad M oyseowicz
USAG Brussels Public Affairs Officer

The Secretary of Defense Representative,
Europe/U.S. Mission Defense Advisor, Am-

An era ended last week when Kenneth
Huffman stepped down asdirector of theU.S.
Mission to NATO's Defense Operations Di-
vision.

Huffman, a member of the Department of
the Army’s senior executive service, arrived
in Brussels at the U.S. Missionin 1987 asa
civil servant following acareer asaNavy of -
ficer and abrief foray into the private sector.

By 1992, hehad worked hisway upto being
the Missions Defense Operations director.

bassador Evan Galbraith, conferred upon
Huffman the Decoration for Exceptiona Civil-
ian Service, theArmy’shighest civilian award
at aceremony held on April 24th.

Galbraith praised Huffman’'s record of “re-
markable achievements’ for the nation in the
course of a19-year career at the U.S. Mission.

Ambassador VictoriaNuland, the U.S. Per-
manent Representativeto the NATO Alliance,
seconded Galbraith’s comments and offered

SeeHuffman, Page7
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Computer battery
packs recalled

Benelux Briefs

TheU.S. Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission an-
nounced Hewlett-Packardis
voluntarily recalling 15,700
HP and Compag Notebook
computer lithium ion re-
chargeable battery packs
manufacturedin China.

Accordingtoan Army Air
Force Exchange Service
news release, 4,100 battery
packs were sold last year.

Hewlett-Packard had re-
ceived reports an internal
short may cause battery
cdllstooverheat, melt or char
the plastic case, posing a
burnandfirehazard. There-
called batteries have bar
codelabelsstarting with L3.

Consumers are encour-
aged to stop using the “L 3"
coded batteriesimmediately
and contact Hewlett-
Packard to determine if the
specific battery isone of the
onesbeing recalled and if it
is, receiveafreereplacement
battery.

For additional informa-

Presentations
teach life skills

M.L. Joris, a physical therapist at
the SHAPE Healthcare Facility,
talked to over 500 SHAPE American
School students about a wide range
of things related to sports injuries
and her profession during Health
and Wellness Takeover Day April 25
at the school.

The event celebrates the Month
of the Military Child with life skills
presentations specifically for the
students with topics ranging from
Aerobics, Anger Management, Fire
Safety, Ask a Doctor, Dealing with
Depression, Legal Issues for Teens
in Belgium, and Real Life Alcohol
Knowledge.

The event was sponsored by the
school liaison, the health promo-
tions coordinator, the adolescent
substance abuse counselor, the
family advocacy program director
and the school nurse.

Month of the M111ta1'y Child

PHOTO: Courtesy SHAPE Schools

ansincluding compensation
and pension benefits, health
care, homeloan guarantees,
vocational rehabilitation and
employment, education, life
insurance and burial ben-
efits.

Veterans seeking assis-
tance must be cautious of
companiesthat appear to of -
fer smilar programs.

As a nonprofit organiza-
tion, the VA will not ask you
to buy anything and will not
ask for personal information.

To inquire about any or-
ganization that allegesVA &f-
filiation, contact the VA over-
seas military services coor-
dinator at DSN 483-6007 or
commercial +49-631-411-
6007, or visit the official VA
website at www.va.gov.

DoDDS-Europe

students must

preregister
DoDDS E Public Affairs
WIESBADEN, Germany -

tion, visit the HP Battery Replacement
program Web site at www.hp.com/
support/Battery Replacement or con-
tact HP at (888) 202-4320 between 7
am. and 7 p.m. Central Time, Mon-
day through Friday.

FRG website moves

to protect families
USAREUR Public Affairs
HEIDEL BERG, Ger many - Protecting
personal informationisvital tothe se-
curity of Soldiersserving down range.
U.S. Army, Europehasimplemented
apolicy requiring itsfamily readiness
groups to move their .com websites

under the more secure Army Knowl-
edge Online or thevirtual FRG website
to provide better information security
to protect Soldiersand families.

The policy states all FRG Web sites
inUSAREUR must moveto either AKO
or VFRG by June 1.

“Family readiness group Web sites
provideaplacefor familiesto find sup-
port and assistance online,” said Gen.
David D. McKiernan, USAREUR com-
manding general. “ These Web sites not
only provide a means for families to
communicate with the chain of com-
mand, they provide accesstoArmy re-

sources and offer a better understand-
ing of military life for both immediate
and extended family members.”

Thepolicy isto ensure FRG Web sites
do not provideinformation that may give
the enemy an advantage, endanger Sol-
diersor compromisemissions.

VA only veterans

benefits resource
USAREUR Public Affairs

HEIDEL BERG, Ger many - TheDepart-
ment of Veteran'sAffairsisresponsible
for administering awide range of pro-
grams available to the nation’s veter-

Department of Defense Dependents
Schools across Europe have started
reregistering and preregistering stu-
dentsfor school year 2006-2007.

Sponsors of children new to the
DoDDS-E system must register their
children for the year ahead. Spon-
sors of students currently attending
DoDDS-E schools must reregister
their children.

Sponsors can preregister children
by accessing the DoDDS-E website
at http://www.eu.dodea.edu and
clicking ontheregistration link. Ad-
ditional information is available at
the siteaswell.

Huffman Contmued from page 6
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PHOTO: Courtesy Brussels Public Affairs Office
Ken Huffman, U.S. Mission to NATO Defense Operations Division Director (left)
receives the NATO flag from U.S. NATO Ambassador Victoria Nuland and Sec-
retary of Defense Representative, Europe/U.S. Mission Defense Advisor, Am-
bassador Evan Galgraith. Huffman also received the Decoration for Excep-
tional Civilian Service April 24, the Army’s highest civilian award for his 19-year
career at the U.S. Mission.

®

her observations on Huffman from her
owntwo toursat U.S. NATO.

“Ken Huffman cameto NATO when
it had nearly 50 years' experienceasa
garrison force whose highest end was
never to be used. Within four years of
Ken'sarrival, the Cold War had ended,
and NATO was faced with the need to
either reinvent itself or become hope-
lesdly irrelevant.” Nuland continues:
“NATO Headquarterswas indeed for-
tunate to have so experienced a de-
fense diplomat and operations expert
resident at the U.S. Mission.”

By 1992, the Alliance had agreed to
make itself available, when appropri-
ately requested, to conduct peace-
keeping operations outside the bound-
aries of the member nations. This
marked ahuge change fromits hereto-
fore purely “defensive” character.
During the early 1990s, with theimplo-
sion of Yugoslavia, NATO, for thefirst
time, had to empl oy the military might
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it had at its disposal. “Ken,” says
Nuland, “wasinstrumental in patiently
teaching us how this could be done.”

She thanked Huffman for his per-
sonal friendship and help when she
was a “green” Deputy Chief of Mis-
sionat USNATOin 2001.

Huffman, taking the floor, thanked
Nuland and Galbraith for their praise,
but was quick to share the credit with
several years worth of colleagues.

“1 can’t mention everybody, because
we'd be here dl day, plus I’d run the
risk of forgetting somebody. But look
at NATOtoday: Look what it'sdonein
the Balkans. Look at theAlliance'sre-
sponse to 9/11,” he said. “Look at its
growing presence in Afghanistan, its
training mission in Irag, its effortsin
Pakistan in support of earthquake re-
lief. Look at all these accomplishments.
No question, NATO isinvolved in op-
erations in away |'d never imagined
possiblewhen | first arrivedin 1987.”
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